Materials Required:							Optional:
Palm Brush							Ear Powder
Metal Comb - Coarse or Coarse Medium			Hound Glove
Stripping Knives  -  one fine  and  one medium			
scissors

Start:	Comb out all tangles and matts on your dog, using your comb or palm brush. 
If your dogs leg hair is very hard, spray with water with some conditioner before combing, also applies to face hair.  
Combing leg hair in all directions helps to promote growth.  Clean hair grows faster than dirty hair.
LESSON ONE
BACK COAT:	To avoid unruly hair, always pull hair in the direction it grows.  
Exception, pull lower rib area down to encourage downward growth.  Hold skin firmly to minimize discomfort to the dog.  
Coat should be worked on a weekly basis to create several layers of hair. It takes 6-8 weeks to grow new coat.  
This way your dog will always be "In Coat".  Maintain a length of " to 1" of back coat.  The shoulder and butt area 
would be kept closer, less than ". The belly line is a straight line from the tuck up to where the chest meets the leg.
Figure One:	Hair is lifted and pulled out.  Do not twist your wrist, pull with your arm.
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LESSON TWO
THE HEAD:	The head is kept the most finely trimmed and trimmed the most often to keep it that way.   When trimming the head hold the muzzle as gently as possible.  The firmer you hold, the more the dog will resist.  The area from the back of the eyebrow to the back skull and checks is trimmed very fine.  From the corner of the eye to the corner of the mouth a line is formed.  Outside ear leather is trimmed very tight and the inside is cleaned of all hair.  This is easiest done by using your fingers and some ear powder.  The eye brow is trimmed in the shape of a triangle.  The face hair from the eye to corner of mouth will be blended.  See diagrams.  The beard starts at the corner of the mouth and is angled forward.  It is not all one length.
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LESSON THREE
LEGS:	The legs are always pulled with your fingers.  The shoulder area should blend into the leg and be a straight line down all the way from the side to the foot.  The leg should be a cylinder from all views.  The bottom of the foot can be scissored to tidy up and between the pads and nails.
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LESSON FOUR
BACK END:	The butt is trimmed fairly close.  The anus, testicle, and vulva are all clippered as well as the belly area up to the belly button.  The hip area blends to the leg.  The tail is kept fairly close, especially the lower back of the tail. 
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By working the coat on a weekly basis, your dog will always look great.  Pull the longest coat on the back and maintain the other areas.
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